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allegiance would last. The leaven of the Young
Turk revolt had been working among the Arabs,
who were themselves the parents of Islam and heirs
to the tradition of as great an empire. To what
extent would community of religion with their rulers
check the growth of a national movement among
them?
I was at Simla on leave in July 1914 and was to
have put this question in the course of a lecture on
Servia and Turkey at the United Service Institu-
tion of India, which was written but never delivered,
owing to the outbreak of war. On the actual day
that had been fixed for it I found myself whisked
into Army Headquarters to help with the censor-
ship ; Arabs and Turks naturally faded into the
background of my mind at once ; and even the
despatch of an Indian expeditionary force to
Mesopotamia in November left me unmoved*
Every officer at Army Headquarters thought that
the war would be over in a few months, and there
was no competition to be detailed for what we all
looked upon as a side-show, since all our efforts
were concentrated on getting to France before it was
too late.
It was not until the following year, after I had
been on the North-West Frontier with my regiment
for six months and had practically given up all hope
of getting away, that I was suddenly ordered to
report to the Chief Political Officer at Basrah. I
was Adjutant of the n6th Mahrattas at the time,
and found it a great wrench to leave my men,
especially as over half of them had been rny own
recruits. For six years I had been doing my best to
keep the Mahratta flag flying, and I confess that I
shed a few hot tears as the train carried me away